Psychology – 2016-17 Course Outline

     Welcome to psychology!  I believe this is one of the most interesting subjects social studies has to offer.  In this course, we will be examining why we think and behave the way we do.  Once we understand our thinking and behavior, it will enable us to improve ourselves as human beings.  Hopefully, you will find an interest in the subject material.  I’m sure that you will learn many new things about yourself and the world around you by the end of this course.

     The course will proceed in the following manner:

Unit One – Approaches to Psychology


Field of Psychology


Methods of Psychology

Unit Two – Brain, Body, and Awareness


Brain, Body, and Behavior


Sensation and Perception


Motivation and Emotion


Consciousness

Unit Three – Cognitive Process


Principles of Learning


Acquiring, Processing, and Retaining Information


Intelligence and Creativity

Unit Four – Human Development 


Infancy and Childhood


Adolescence


Adulthood and Aging


Gender Differences

Unit Five – Personality, Adjustment, and Change


Theories of Personality


Measuring Personality and Personal Abilities


Frustration, Conflict, Stress, and Drugs


Toward a Healthy Personality

Unit Six – Psychological Disorders


Mental Disorders


Treatment and Therapy

Unit Seven – Socio-cultural Influences and Self


Socio-cultural Influences and Relationships


Socio-cultural Influences:  Attitudes and Beliefs

Grading

     Your grade will be based on the following.  Tests will count as 50% of your grade, quizzes will count as 30%, and homework will count as 20%.  You will be required to write a research paper on a topic in psychology.  This paper will count as two test grades.

You will also have a final which will also count as two test grades

Requirements For Class
1.  Be considerate to others (including the instructor!)

2.  Be on time- all people late will be sent to the office.

3.  Bring a pencil or pen, your journal, and your textbook every day.

4.  You are responsible to bring all materials to class.  If you forget them, you will not be               

      permitted to go to your locker to get them.

5.  Use the rest rooms or water fountains only in an emergency.  If you have to use these 

     facilities, do so at lunch or during study hall prior to this class.

6.  “Goofing off,” or “excessive talking” will not be tolerated.  Detentions will be 

       assigned.

7. No cursing or profane language – No warnings.

8. No sleeping in class. Detention will be assigned.

9. Do not crowd the door at the end of the period.  Remain in your seats.

Keep this syllabus in your textbook to refer to if you have any questions.  In conclusion, I’m looking forward to working with you in the coming weeks.






Thank you,  








Mr. Over

